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Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
 

Stop and Search 
 

Letter from the Scottish Police Authority to the Convener 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 26 June 2014 on behalf of the Justice Sub-
Committee on Policing seeking clarification on two of the SPA’s recommendations 
from our Scrutiny Review of Police Scotland’s Stop and Search Policy Practice. The 
particular recommendations were: 
 

1. Police Scotland should ensure that its use of stop and search is proportionate 
across Scotland, focussed on successful outcomes, targeted at the right 
people, right place, right time; and  

2. Police Scotland should assess the best value implications and relative priority 
of the stop and search tactic against other policing initiatives. 

 
More specifically, the Sub-Committee has requested further information on: 
 

 How successful outcomes are determined; and 

 Whether the amount of time currently undertaken by Police Scotland 
conducting stop and searches (estimated by the SPA to be approximately 
250,000 police hours each year) is appropriate and an effective use of 
resources. 

 
On the first point, successful outcomes in relation to stop and search will be in terms 
of increased detection and deterrence levels. We will expect Police Scotland to 
expand further on this point and how effective measurement of outcomes can be 
implemented and maintained when they formally respond to the SPA report at our 
public board meeting in October. 
 
On the second point, the SPA did not reach a view in its report on whether the 
proportion of police officer time dedicated to stop and search activity was 
proportionate. Again, this matter will be discussed when we re-visit the issue formally 
at our October board meeting. 
 
Vic Emery OBE 
Chair, Scottish Police Authority  
18 July 2014 
 


